
 
Nashua Region Complete Streets Advisory Committee  
Meeting Minutes 
1/18/2022 
 

ATTENDEES: 

Julie Chizmas, City of Nashua 
Nelson Disco, Town of Merrimack 
Rick Katzenberg, Town of Amherst 

Emma Rearick, NRPC 
Matt Waitkins, NRPC 

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
M. Waitkins called the meeting to order at 1:05pm.  
 
Acceptance of Minutes 
M. Waitkins asked if there were any objections to the November 2021 minutes. No objections were 
voiced. 
 
STATEWIDE, REGIONAL, AND LOCAL UPDATES  
State 
 M. Waitkins provided an update. 

- No response this month from the state coordinator.  
- Still no word about any funding extensions with the consultant, Alta, for the state Bike Plan  

 
 J. Chizmas shared from the Bike Walk Alliance of New Hampshire’s recent meeting: 

- There are OHRV bills to allow them on class 6 roads and establish an OHRV committee.  
- There is a bill to change the current hands-free law to enhance penalties for violators.  
- Toll credits were used as a match for ROW purchase for a rail trail on the seacoast so there 

is a precedent. The RSA regarding toll credits says “to support highways” but they have been 
used for projects where the DOT has an interest in regional mobility. Municipalities must 
petition to use them for projects and they exist because NH doesn’t use federal dollars to 
support the DW highway. 

 
Town of Amherst 
 R. Katzenberg provided an update. 

- Natasha Kypfer has moved on from Amherst to another job.  
- Warrant articles in March: 

o 2nd of 3rd for $75,000 to finish in-house funding of a project near the high school to save 
people from walking on a very busy street. 

o Engineering on projects around town to help determine the cost so real plans can be 
made 

- Amherst St Project is being heavily used and is clear of ice and snow. An April 2 event is 
planned to have benches along the trail and commemorate people who have been part of 
the project. $287,000 was originally passed for the project but the requirement of granite 
curb made it exceed the budget. Approximately $300,000 project. 

 
 



Town of Merrimack 
 N. Disco provided an update. 

- The Woodbury St sidewalk is finished and getting used. It runs from the High School to 
the center of town and needed a warrant article to fund. 

 
City of Nashua 
 J. Chizmas provided an update. 

- The most recent downtown construction is for the new Performing Arts Center 
 

 
REGIONAL BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN, AND ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN DISCUSSION 
M. Waitkins explained that the rest of the meeting would be spent prioritizing the action items of the 
implementation plan as a group. E. Rearick shared a virtual poster board with a Feasibility and Impact 
grid and a sticky note for each action item. About half of the action items were placed; the remainder 
will be finished next meeting. 
Highlights from the conversation: 

- Integrate bike and ped education into elementary school physical education.  
- Coordinate with town Rec departments to run bike education classes for adults 
- Highlight the social aspect of walking for adults (walking groups) 
 

MEETING FREQUENCY 
M. Waitkins noted that last year the committee had planned to move to quarterly meetings. Considering 
the implantation plan and action items, he suggested meeting every other month and more often as 
needed. 
R. Katzenberg suggested that there might be more interest due to increased federal dollars and more 
frequent, shorter meetings would be good. 
M. Waitkins said every other month would be January, March, May, July, September, and November 
and the committee will meet in February to finish prioritizing the action steps.  
 
Next Steps:  

• Use the February meeting to finish prioritizing action steps 
 

ADJOURN: 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
February 15, 1:00 pm.  
 


